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2018 WRITING
CONTEST
Are you the next Flannery O’Connor or Jorge Luis
Borges? Flex your mental muscle and exercise your
creativity for a chance to be published in
news&views. The entry categories are:
• Flash Fiction (1,000 word max.)
• Poetry
• Once Upon a Time: A Tale for Children (1,000
word max.)
You can find more details and the rules of the writing
contest on the ARTA website.

2018 WRITING
CONTEST

WELLNESS CHALLENGE
Congratulations to everyone who participated in the
Time of Your Life — Wellness Challenge. Challenge
winners will be announced at the upcoming ARTA
Annual General Meeting. Be sure to keep your eyes
out for the written announcement in October’s
ARTAfacts.

UNUSUAL CLAIMS

Protecting the ARTA Retiree
Benefits Plan
We all have a responsibility to ensure
that our ARTA benefits are being used
responsibly. While the vast majority of
claims are made in good faith, there are
times when people take advantage of
the plan for their own personal gain.
To prevent the misuse and abuse of
benefits, ARTA’s plan administrator,
the Alberta School Employee Benefit
Plan (ASEBP), routinely reviews claims
for accuracy and has measures in
place designed to prevent and detect
inappropriate and unusual claiming
practices (UCP). This includes working
directly with ARTA plan members in the
investigation of all areas of suspected
UCP.
Learn more about UCP and how you can
help protect the ARTA Retiree Benefits
Plan by clicking the button below.

PROTECTING
THE PLAN
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Volunteer Opportunity: Change the Lives
of Others with your Pet
If you are lucky enough to be owned by a pet, you
know the power they have to change lives. The
impact you and your pet can have on people who
are stressed, lonely, or in need is as limitless as it
is rewarding. Chimo Animal Assisted Wellness and
Learning Society (CAAWLS) is looking for teams
consisting of a human and a pet (dog or cat) who are
friendly, interested in people, relaxed, and confident.
CAAWLS has placements all over the city of
Edmonton and surrounding area including at schools,
universities, and many other facilities. You determine
where, when, and for how long you volunteer.
Daytime availability is urgently needed. Contact
coordinator@caawls.org or visit the CAAWLS
website to get more information on becoming
certified for this life-changing work.

CAAWLS
WEBSITE

SAVE THE DATE
ARTA’s 2019 Annual Golf Tournament
will be hosted by ERTA in Acheson,
Alberta, on June 6, 2019, at The Ranch
Golf and Country Club.

ARTAficial Flavours

MeritTravel.com | ARTA Direct Line: 1.844.408.1770

TRAVELLING SOLO HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER!
Join a group of solo travellers in an amazing
destination, with these inclusions!
✓
✓
✓
✓

A room of your own, guaranteed
Expert tour managers and specialist local guides
Private arrival transfer
No single supplements!

Contact us to
learn more.

Call us today to find the perfect trip for you!
ON-4499356/4499372 | BC-34799 | QC–7002238 | 111 Peter Street, Suite 200, Toronto, ON. M5V 2H1. ®Merit Travel is a registered
trademark of Merit Travel Group Inc. All rights reserved.

Oh well, I was “rooting” for you.
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DID YOU KNOW...
The Grandparent Scam v2.0
12-Day Tour of Cambodia
Join in on an unforgettable, personalized tour of
Cambodia (and Vietnam). From the antiquity sites of
Angkor Wat to the memorial sites of the Killing Fields
to the authentic village life of rural communities.
You’ll experience authentic local life, culture, history,
and cuisine—all with the many conveniences of home.
• Cost: US$1,450 for all entrance fees, meals,
accommodation and travel within Cambodia
(Vietnam costs available upon request). Airfare is
CAD$1200-1500 return.
• Date: November to February
Contact Janice and Amgad at 780-791-1375 or
780-881-6457 until October 15th, and
amgadr@shaw.ca to receive a detailed brochure and
discuss the itineraries.

Breakfast
in Paradise
(Thank Goodness I’m Retired)
Thursday, September 13, 2018, 9:30 a.m. at Paradise
Canyon Golf Course Clubhouse
Join friends for a full buffet breakfast in the
clubhouse restaurant. Meet and welcome our newly
retired teachers.
TICKETS: $20.00 for SWARTA members and guests,
$15.00 for new retirees
TO REGISTER: Call or text Linda Virostek at
403-634-0331. You must pre-register by Sept. 6th.
Tickets are not available at the door.

There is a new twist to the Grandparent
Scam that may surprise you.
Originally, the scammer would call and
start a phone conversation by saying,
“Grandma, do you know who this is?”
The target of the scam, thinking that it’s
a grandchild, responds by saying the
grandchild’s name. The scammer would
then use the grandchild’s name to cheat
money from the target by stating that
they are in trouble.
Now, scammers are utilizing technology
to come by the grandchild’s name.
“Many times these scammers are
getting the names of your family
members through your social media
accounts, so let a tech-savvy family
member check the security settings on
your social media accounts.”
— Friendswood Police
Department statement
As well as locking down account
security settings, it is also good to be
aware of the following ‘red flags’:
• The “grandchild” will ask to keep
the incident a secret (to prevent
verification by calling the parents)
• Another person on the phone may
act like a police officer, lawyer, or
bail bond agent to make the story
appear more credible.
• The “grandchild” may request
money in the form of a wire transfer
or in gift cards (as they are nearly
untraceable).

STAY CONNECTED!
Hungry for more great ARTA content? Share your stories or comments at marketing@arta.net.
Give us a call at 1-855-212-2400 or check us out online!

